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a, deemontande 6 mes 
iendo otras Jae corefine y fir 
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a g0don.— Doloroso nos ere Ver 
e nuestros hacendades, teniendo 
a concedida por nuestro pa- 
he que emprendieran en e!/ 
», #¢ bublese dedicado 4 e- 
nes sabide, causindonvs la 
ceion, que un caballero qee 
ente finea bo jos de esta vi- 
varios ensayos que le han pro 
res resultados, esté prepa- 
d de terreno para sembrar- 
syou trabajos, segun se nos ba 
yanzen prodigionam emte. Nos a- 
ob l@ noticia, pues de ese 
reap. nde & les wires del Exemo. 
lrener que po 60n otras que un 
adelanto de la agricul 


gra 


) 
r ¢€ 


*re itia 


Ll Telégra/e de ayer dice: 
—FEl tren de nuestra vie 
ce esta villa ayer r la 
entre el Ranéhuelo y Ta 
descarrilarse 4 conse- 
se interpuesto una res en 
ee la méquina y el ali 
nocidente ‘a muerte 4 un 
eridas levea al mag uinista. 
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4 pr pia hora. —E] Gnes de 
cin en ja sacristia del templo de 


Le aioaldin mayor del Cerro 
*pregones de la ley 4 la casa calle 
nero 12e.—La tenenéla de alcaldia 
'e esta ciudad sefiaia ai din 6 del en- 
treate ic ier an el remate de una RBeOgra 
retasada en “UOg Por el juzgado de guerra 
ba de traieree ¢/ dia Lidell mieme mes del re- 
mate denn ingenl sito en el partido de Gua 
Mute, bo wbrado Parleime Concepojen F tasa- 
‘As 608 pertegepoias, dotacion A ne- 
t, boyade &c, en 1901128 3 rs. 
cndamvento.— La administracion priaci- 
ps! de viewes de Regulares anancia que el dia 
12 del entrant dicie ie ha de poner@® @n su 
basta ¢l del potrero La Chorrera, ubioade en el 
le! Calvario. Puede verse en dicha off 
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hee cl rineog +e #8 Onea. 
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ive ras ol vr barte reeie 
Le le prende estacion 
loos traide 4 Tacen 
Y © venden 4 baen preoio. 
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. de rondon por in poerta, y 
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», pacden ver el anuncio que re- 
ne ro miste cho. y Sivaries — 
* Gr, Soler J Gelada en seccion 
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one rame en > pose 
ee eceamine Getenilamente cual es ¢l mas con- 
veniente {n tes deaceptarde on modo defiai- 
tive atera de los varios que se han pro- 
yectado, Por lo demés, vemos que una sila 
indicacion basta para que quede enmendado 
cunlquier defecto que ea ‘icho ramo #¢ note. 
En |a poche del judves se veia ya olumbrando 
e) farol que hace algunos meses habia de- 
el de hacerlo eu cierto trame de la calle de! 
oneulado, 7 on la de ayer se ve(a eucendido 
uno en la P varte de la calle de Colon reciente 
mente abiert® J pere la opel noe habian encar 
gado aquellos vécinos pidiéramosluz en nues 
tro nGmero anterior. De este inferimos que 
todas las justas indicaciones serdn ep lo suce- 
sivo igaatmente atendidas. 
Laguna verdes.—Se nos pide \amemos la 
atencton béeia una que desde mucho tiempo 
se déwea ver cegada eh la calle de Acoste as- 
quina 4 la del Egido, y otra noerca de la cual 
hemor heoho igual indieacion mas de une ves, 
sita en la calle de las Animas junto 4 las cosas 
a eae mucbe tempo fneren devoredes por 
as 
Contravegteres:— Ei celator de Chaves. al 
practicar anoche la ronda de costumbre, tuvo 
noticia de® que en una casa dele calle de Vi- 
ves, habitada por on mdivideo de color, se 
reunian personas de igual clase que infundiaa 
svspechas. Aotu eontiauc pass 6) indicady 
funcionerio xoympaialy de varios sai vaguar 
Haw & dicho punto con objeto de strar los 
solares yermos de aquellos alrededores y al 
llegar cerca de la habitacion de elerto pardo 
libre, vid que ealian de ella precipitadamente 
once indiyiduos de la citada clase. Be hizo en- 
seguida una ligera maniobra, que dié por re- 
sultado ja aprehe nsion de ocho de los fugiti- 
vos. Continad entonces el celador sus indaga- 
cidpes, practicands au registre en In bebita- 
ciou referida, dunde fueron hallados, en el pa 
tio dos sombreros, en Gna mesa y un Catre on- 
oe barajas y un joego de loteria, y por remate 
de cucntaa, dentro de an barril de agua una 
daga de ocho pulasdes de largo y dos ouchi- 


me - 


ofroel pera sveriguar los antecedentes de ca- 
da uno. 

A buen recaudo-—se puso ayer 4 ua asidti- 
oo acasado de ejercer la profesion de médico 
sin la debida autorizacion, para que se proce- 
da 4 le que hays lmgar. 

Robo fingido.—\'n billetero que manifieste 
heher sido despojado A las tres de ie madruga- 
da de ayer, on los portales de Jaruco, de diez 
y ocho Ongas de oro y tres y medio billetes de 
in Real Loteria ha sido evjaulade mientras se 


sido yictima, de las diligenoias 

hasta ahora _practicadas ser todo invencion del 

que quiz endupatre una loteria distinta de la 
ue apdaba buseande. 

Lance sério.—Un vecino de la calle de Caba 
participé ayer al celedor del barrio que en ta 
madrugada anterior cierto individuo salté al 
patio desu casa en momentos en que 4 él se 
dirigia ane ieee 1} eos y qve derribéndola 

tepdndole Ia hooa cometié con ella escesos. 

8 privada de conceimiento y aun de las 
re oe que la oubrien. Estos dos detitos escan- 
dalosos gerdn castigados cual correaponde. 

Soltura coria.—Uan asidticon préfugo hace 
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CASA DE SALUD INTERNACIONAL 
SITUADA 
AL S078 OE SEGLA A ORILLAS DE LA BANITA OH LA HABANA, 


y bajo la direecion de! sefior 
D. J. B. THEODORE GAILLARDET, 


et interne de lot heepitales de Paris, doctor en Medicina y Ctrajta de tas fa 
Nueta Orleans elc., meembro corresponsal do varias sorredades intédico-creniificas ti 
radeca la Real Universidad dela Habana, médico dela de Benafee 
dela misma ciudad, caballere de ta Legien de Honer «! 


Ea eate establecimiento sanitaric, destinade 4 los ostrangorcve 
larmente, se admiten on 4 caalqaiera bora de! dia, 6 de in noche 
labitaciones separedas para poueerreye que desecn cararee privadamente 
Hay baSos de mar, aloe 

Be hab!a todos los i 
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inconpe 


wrta 


alfleades 


Secedad Franresa 


y 4 los marineros parvice 


Tienen sites, bape, JF 


tle ague 
iomas.——Ki Dr. Geillardet vive en ia oalie de Aguiar nam 


REFERENCIAS 


dlos certificades siguientes, de eminentes facaliativos dela Habana 

Nos los abajo arnerm doctores on Medicina y Cirujin de la Real Universidad de la Ha 

bana, dert! ficamos en diferentes consiones hemos tenido op vwortunidad de visitar la C aan de 
Salnd Internaciona ‘te Sta. Matilde eltuada al Este de Regia en in bahia de la Hebans, y divigida 
por el Dr. D. Juan Bautista Teodoro Gallardet. Este eatablecimicnto se balia en o! lugar mes 
fresco y pimtoresco de la bahia, y ofrece las mejoras mas importantes y las mae apropiadas al 
vals; ka Goordinacion bien entendida de cada pervioiv le pone alnival de los establecimientos 
@ Europa. Destinado 4 la marifia partioularmente p deja nada que desear por la limpieae, las 
atenciones y ln exactitad de los empleades ova los enfetmos. Asi lo consideramos importante 


intversidad, Antonio Caro. me y * Jorge Lede — 


liter. 


DOCTOR D. PEBNANDO GONZALEZ DEL BL VALLE, DECANO Y CATEDRATICV 
de le facultad de Medicina y Cirujfa de la Universidad dela Habana, Médico © irajano Ho 
norarto de la Real Familia, Caballero de la Real y distinguida érden espadola de Cédries 
Tereero &o 
Certifico ea ls forma de costumbre é pedimento del Dr. D. Juan Bautista Gaillardet, Z 
mo be pasado & visitar au Casa de Belud Latermacional, titulada “Santa Matilde,” situada 
cia el a7 — del pueblo de Regia y eb la bahia, que la enousatro onpas de eontener 
de cineventa 4 setenta — +a notando ja buena dietribucion que se observa 

tanto en sus salas sltas, como bajas, y en las cuales estén perfectameute ventiladas, #eoms y 
may bieo scondicionadas, todes las camas, une botica con tode lo mas pre med necesario pa 
ra el prouto socorre de los enfermos; cuartos mdependientes para las enfermedades coutagio 
sas, habitaciones ae pore befios de agua salads y agua dulce; en une pelabra, reune las 
condiciones higiéaicas recomendadas para el mejor servicio de los cafermos, sin coatar Con la 
mayor sulides del edificio y laame vigtas reoreativas pare los enfermos couvalescie ntes 

s cusnto puedo certificar en honor de la verdad.—Habana, noviembre 23 de 1861.—D» 
Fernando Gonzalez del Valle. 


DOCTOR D. RAMON ZAMBRANA, PROFESOR DE MEDICINA'Y CIRUJIA, CATE 
drético de Medicina legal Higiene pablica 6 Historie de ia Medicine ep ia Keal | niversidad 
Literaria, individno némero y Secretario de la Real Academia de Ciencias Médicas Pisioas 
y Naturales, individeo de la Real Socieded Eoondmion &c 
Certifico: que invitade atentamente por e} Dr. D. Juan Bautista Te ode ro Graillardet para que 

pasase 4 visiter so casa de Salud Intervactonal, titulada ‘Sta. Matilde,” situada al « tro lade de 

la Bahia. inmediate al pueblo de Regis, pasé 6 pis cxela va ‘« madans de! dis 21 Jdel oo: riente 
acempabado de jos alumnos del sétimo afo de inedicina que eatudian Higiene ‘pablic y ye 
en elja recorrimos y examinames minaciosamepte dirigidas pore! Dr. Galiaider qae nos dabe 
uantas esplicaciones le encoutramps que la Case de Salud de Sta. Matilde esta per 
fectamente sitaaday qae reane  yantas condiciones higiéuicas pueden desenrse elevada, freses 

silidamente wawah \y cou los departamentos perfeotamente distribuidos y provistos de cuan 
to es menester pare e] cvidado, ja asistencia y haste el recreo de los enfermos, y por aitine 
odeads de vistas dilate4as y risuefias. Y € getioon del ;Dr. Gaillardet le doy la presente 

Habana, noviembre 73 de 1861.—Dr. Ramon Zambrana. Wa 
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LETTER 


FROM 


CH. J. HELM ESQR. 


ON THE 
BLODKADE AND 


RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS. 


TO 


HIS EXCELLENCY, 
THE CAPTAIN GENERAL, 


DON FRANCISCO SERRANO, 


SUPERIOR GOVERNOR OF CUBA’ 


& & & 


——— 


HavANA DECEMBER 5TH 1861. 


Sir. 


The great progress of civilization in the present 
century, isin ap eminent degree attributable to the 
extension of an untrammeled commerce, the perfect 
freedom of the seas to all neutral powers, and the 
total abrogation of the ancient barbarous doctrine 
of “‘might against right’’ as laid down by some of 
the old law writers. 

Twelve of the Sovereign States, which formed 
a part of the United States of America, have passed 
by their Conventions or Legislatures, ordinances dis- 
solving the original compact by which they formed 
the federal union, and two others, Kentucky and 
Maryland, would, if not prevented by the presence 
of 4 large federal army in their midst, and the 
arrest and imprisonment of many of their most able, 
distinguished and patriotic citizens, cast off all con- 
nection Witha government which has become odious 
tothem, and a government against which their best 
men are now in open arms—tie causes which 
impelled these eminent and good citizens to esta- 
blish for themselves 4 sepdrate government;—the 
encroachments by the northen majority upon the 
rights ofa southern minority; their utter disregard of 
the obligations of the Constitution ofthe country;-- 


ay ye 
their enactment ofunjust and unequal laws by the 
national Congress, and of laws by nearly all the 
State Legislatures in direct conflict with the cons- 
titution, thus themselvs destroying the foundation 
of the original compact, and their total rejection of 
the decisgions of the highest judicial tribunal of the 
country, have all been so fully discussed, and are so 
well known to your Excellency, and to the world, that 
it is Only necessary to allude to them. It must also 
be equally well known to your Excellency that since 
the separation, the usurpations of power by Mr. 
Lincoln, at the head of the Northern Government, 
in the raising and organizii g an army without au- 
thority of law, in his declaration of war, which 
power by the Constitution is vested in the Congress; 
in his suspension of the ancient writ of Hadas 
Corpus; in his arbitrary imprisonment of prominent, 
pure and patriotic citizens, and of foreigners, with 
out warrant, and without such trial as is guar- 
anteed to them by the constitution;—in his suspen- 
sion of the tribunals of justice, and the establish- 
ment in their stead-of an arbitrary military power. 
has not left, a vestige of the rights of the peopleas 
derived from the fundimental law, admitting that the 
Constitution had force, after the dissolution of the 
Union. 

It can be easily demonstrated by reverting to the 
history of the United States for the past quarter of 
aceutury, that the Northen States have been, and 
are now in open rebellion against the supreme law 
of the land;—that the.southen citizens whose an- 
cestors, in the main, established, the old govern- 
ment, in their loyalty and devotion to the principles 
of that government, from time to time, yielded, well 
defined rights, until the encroachments of a selfish 
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and unscrupulous northern majority became un-. 
bearable, and not until remonstrances and just com- 
promises had been repeatedly spurned by them, did 
they, the Southern State Sovereignties, resolve, pea- 
ceably, to establish for themseves the government of 
the Confederate States of America. After which, 
Mr. Lincoln declared war against them, by calling 
for seventy five thousand troops, to suppress, what 
hé chose to denominate a rebellion; his only right to 
do which, consisted in the fact that he governed 
twenty millions of people, had possession of the 
treasury, the army and the navy of the late United 
States government. To resist this Northern invasion 
was a natural right, which the people of the South 
felt, understood and acted upon, the war has now 
been waged for over seven months;--the battles of 
Great Bethel, Bulls Run, Lexington, Springfield, 
Balls Bluff, Belmont and twenty others, in all of 
which, northern defeat was as prominent as 
southern chivalry; shows, that though the nor- 
thern government has the advantage in num-— 
bers cf two to one; has the old army, the navy 
and the treasury, that it has been defeated upon 
every field, and that the grand army at Was-— 
hington, hesitates again, to cross the Potomac, 
and having deserted Hatteras inlet, can now 
only boast of having taken two mud _ forts at 
the month of Beaufort harbor, at a cost of many 
millions of dollars. ‘The South now feel, as we 
think she has a right to do, that the neutral 
powers of the world should regard the vain boast of 
the northern President, that he would speedily 
crush out the rebellion, as mere braggadocio, and 
that instead of recognizing herasa _ belligerent, 
as has been done, th at her independence and separate 
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nationality should be immediately admitted; how- 
ever, fur the purposes of this conmunication and as 
the power of recognition, by this government, rests 
with her Catholic Majesty, we will only assume to 
be a recognized belliger@nt power, in the discussion 
of the right of the northern government to obstruct 
the free commerce of the seas. : 

The census of 1860, show a population in the 
Confederate States [of course including Kentucky 
and Maryland] of 12.315.123 with the enormous 
ennual agricultural production of over $800.000.000 
of which about $300,000.000 was sent to the nor- 
thern states, and three fourths of the entire expor- 
tation from the whole country, to foreign nations, 
was furnished by them, for most of which, ready 
markets were found in England, France and Spain, 
and the protuce and manufactured articles of those 


countries were accepted in exchange; and thus 


each, in a measure, became necessary to the prospe- 
rity of the other, and all equally interested in pre- 
serving the perfect freedom of the great internatio- 
nal high-ways. ‘T’he vast exportation of the agri- 
cultural products of the Confederate States gave 
employment directly and indirectly, to the shipping 
of Europe, as well as the Northern States of Amé- 
rica: 2500 vessels ofthe latter alone, with an aggre- 
gate of 1.200.000 tons were employed in the trans 
portation of their exports-[I have not the statistics — 
at hand fromwhich to give the European tonnage 
employed]. This wonderful commercial fleet, bear- 
ing the flag of every commercial nation, received 
and discharged cargo at the ports of the Confede- 
rate States, on a coast extending over three thou- 
sand miles, studded with harbors, bays, inlets and 
rivers, almost as numerous as the plantations which 
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adorn their margins. It is this vast coast, with its 
thousand friendly harbors that the Government at 
Washington affects, to blockade, and this vast trade 
with neutral powers that she assumes to interdict. 
First, has she the legal right to blockade the ports 
ofa belligerent, against the commerce of neutrals, 
not contraband of war’? Second, are neutrals 
bound to observea blockade, which is not effectual? 
Third, does not the legal right fall, if there be any, 
when the power to enforce it against neutrals 
fails? And fourth; is not the right to blockade con- 
fined to the inmediate coast’ of the belligerent? 

In the present controversy their has been much 
speculation as to what articles are included in 
“goods contraband of war,” the best authorities 
define the term to mean’’ Arms, muniticns of war, 
or materials directly tending to offensive, or de— 
fensive operations,’ but doés not affect the re- 
lations or include thearticles of ordinary commer- 
ce between neutrals, or neutrals and belligerénts. 
Vatel says;’’ a neutral may lend even money to 
a belligera@nt, withont just cause of complaint 
from the other, of a breach of neutrality, except 
where no interest is demanded, or with the pal- 
pable object of enabling one to attack the other.’ 
This standard, author, therefore, ina single sen- 
tance establishes the principle that m “goods con- 
traband of war’, is meant, only goods which may 
be actually used in an attack by one belligerent, 
or the other. In 1856 the Congress of Paris es- 
tablished certain rules, which are now accepted as 
international law throughout the civilized world, 
by which the distinction is thus clearly admitted.— 
“One must carefully distinguish between merchan- 
dize of ordinary commerce, and that which ap- 
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plies particularly to the case of warfare’’;--in further 
support of this position, Vatel says, ‘‘that the 
commerce of neutral nations may subsist in as 
great a degree of freedom as is consistant with the 
laws of war, there are certain rules to be observed 
upon which ‘Europe seems to be generally agreed. 

The firstis, carefully to distinguish ordinay goods 
which have no relation to war, from those which 
are particularly subservientto it. Neutral Nations 
should enjoy perfect liberty to trade in the former: 
the belligerent powers cannot with any reason refu- 
se it, or prevent the importation of such goods into 
the enemys country: the care of their own safely, the 
necessity of self defence dces not authorize them to 
do it, since these things will not render the enemy 
more formidable. An attempt to interrupt or put 
Astop to this trade would be a violation of the 
rights of neutralnations;-a flagrant injury tothem,”’ 
and refers to the treaty of whitehall, 1689, by 
which England and the United Provinces, notified 
to all nations notat war with France that they should 
attack and take as prizes any vessels charged to a 
French port or from such port; on which Sweden 
and Denmark in defence of their rights, which had 
been invaded by the taking of some of their vessels, 
formed a league to enforee a satisfaction of such 
right, and obtained it at the hands of the two mara- 
time powers, who recognized the justice of their 
complaint. ‘The United States, as early as 1785, 
holding then, as at the time of their dissolution, that 
‘free ships make free goods’ concluded a treaty- 
with Prussia by which they agree to recognize the 
rights of neutrals, and agreeing, that not even mer- 
chandize contraband of war, should be confiscat- 
ed, but only detained and paid for in fair value.” 
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(see Tharteus’ Cours Diplomatique); again in their 
treaty with France, still earlier, in 1778, they agree 
“that all articles which cannot properly be desig— 
nated as designed for the use of war, whether by 
land or sea, shall not be considered contraband.” 
The high character of the authorities quoted and 
their direct applicability to the position taken; and 
the wonderful tenacit*' with which the United States 
(the government at Washington still claiming to be 
the United States) have always clung to the prin- 
ciple that’”’ free ships make free gouds”’ must satisfy 
your Excellency, that the right of neutrals in their 
legitimate commerce with the belligerent Confede- 
rate States of America, are not only disregarded, but 
wantonly violated by'Mr. Lincolns’ Government, 
in the capture of neutral vessels, not only on the 
high seas, but atthe ports of the Confederate States 
ineffectually blockaded; and that such capture is 
not only an insult to, and violation of the rights of 
the neutral whose vessel is by chance taken, but to 
neutrals whose commerce ts interrupted by the 
fear or disinclination of their merchants to engage 
in commerce thus unlawfully threatened.-We now 
come to the question, as to what constitutes 4 bloc- 
kade— Boardet, in his ‘‘Manuel des Marins’’ defi- 
nes blockades, as ‘‘a port whre vessels of war rigor, 
onsly guerd against the entry or departure of ves- 
sels, and take them prisoners if they attempt it’’;~ 
this definition indubitably establishes the princi- 
ple that a blockade must be absolutly effectual to 
be respected. Again Lucelisi,Palli, in his ‘“Prin- 
ciples du droit public maritime, says,’ the law of na- 
tions allows of the blockade of fortified places only, 
and is not applicable to towns of commerce, not so 
fortified, to road steads or the confluence of open ri- 
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vers.’ —The Government ofthe United States du- 
ring the Crimean war held the doctrine, that neutrals 
had the right to trade with the belligerents, that 
‘free Ships make free goods’’, and that articles con- 
traband of war, could only be seized and confisca- 
ted by the capture of the ship in the actual attempt 
to run a blockade, and her vessels became the com- 
mon cariers of the several belligergnts. In _ the 
case of a vesselon a voyage from the United States 
to Buenos Ayres with warlike stores on board, 
during a war between Spain and Buenos Ayres, Mr. 
Justice Story giving the opinion of the court, said, 
‘‘But their is nothing in our laws, or the laws of na- 
tions which forbid our citizens from sending ar- 
med vessels, as well as munitions of war to foreign 
ports for sale.’ And Mr. Chitty in his edition of 
Vatel, note 159, says, ‘‘On 4 question of violation 
of blockade, Sir W. Scott said, ‘Three things 
must he proved.---lst the existance of an actual 
blockade; 2nd the knowledge of the party supposed 
to have offended, afid 3rd, some act of violation, 
either by going in or coming out, witha cargo laden 
after the commencement of blockade.” ‘The prin- 
ciple thata blockade to be respected, must be effec- 
tual, is.so clearly settled, that I will not further 
multiply either authorities, or argument to enforce it. 

Are the ports of the Confederate States, block- 
aded by Mr. Lincolns’ government even to the 
rightful exclusion of ‘‘articles contraband of war” 
in neutral vessels, in the spirit ofa fair interpreta- 
tion of universally. accepted international, law/—we 
hold, that they are not. Are they blockaded in such 
a manner as to. authorize the seizure of neutral 
vessels, visiting her ports in the prosecution of or- 
dinary commerce’—clearly not, and every such sei- 
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zure is a wanton violation of the neutrals’ rights, 
and an insult to the neutral flag. During the past 
month, more than thirty sailing vessels have entered 
the threc principal Confederate ports, Charleston, 
Savannah and New-Orleans; discharged their car- 
goes, and returned to the ports of the West Indias, 
most of themto Cuba, with rice, rosin and terpenti- 
ne, and the few captures which have been made by 
the, federal fleet, of neutral vessels, have occured 
upon the high seas; several of them in the vicinity 
of the Cuban Coast, this ts of itself, unanswerabie 
proof that the blockade is not effectual, and should 
not be respected by neutral powers. ‘lhe captures 
which have been made, have be€n as flagrant outra- 
ges, as the forcible abduction of Messrs. Mason and 
Slidell with their secretaries from a British Marl 
Steamer, in Spanish waters, in their transit from 
Havana to Southampton, by an armed force from 
Mr. Lincolns’ war Steam_er “San Jacinto;”’ notwit- 
hstanding the United States have a!ways insisted © 
upon the doctrine, “that a belligerent cruiser has 
no right to scarch a neutral on the high seas, for 
any reason, which does not involve the neutrals vio- 
lation of his neutrality, 2 e, his attempt to aid one of 
the parties at war, and that for every other purpose 
the ship is territory, and it isunder its territorial 
laws, and no one on board can be invaded more 
than another’ [see Woolsey’s International iam. | 'To 
enforce which principle the United States declared 
war against England in 1812;—and as late as 1858. 
the american press without exception thundered forts: 
their threats and maledictions against England, be- 
cause of the visitation by her cruisers, ofmerchant 
vessels of the United States, on the Cuban Coast, 
suspected as slavers, and the President of the Uni- 
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ted States, refering to the negotiations which grew 
out of this controversy, annouriced to Congress in 
his annual message in 1860, that England had aban- 
doned the claim of the right of visitation or scarch, 
and proceeded to say, “whilst it [the question] 
remained open, they might, at any moment hay: 
been precipitated intowu war. This was rendered 
manifest by the exasperated state of public feeling 
thronghout our entire country, produced by the 
forcible search of American vessels by Britisb erh- 
izers on the coast of Cuba, in the Spring of 1858. 
The american people hailed with general acclaim 
the orders of the Secretary ofthe navy to our naval 
force in the Gulf of Mexico, ‘‘to protect all vessels 
of the Unite States on the high seas from search 
ordetention by the vessels of war of any other na- 
tion.’ ‘These orders might have produced an in- 
mediate collision between the naval forces of ibe 
two countries. This was*most fortunatly prevented 
by.an appeal to the justice of Great Britain and 
to the laws of nations, as expounded by her own 
most eminent jurists.’’ Or, that other still more 
shameful, arogant and undignified seizure of sena- 
tor Gwin, and his companions, on the soil of New 
Grenada, against the protest of one of her gover— 
nors, who was withtout the power to enforce his le- 
ea orders, when threatened by five hundred of Mr. 

incolns’ drawn bayonets; which admits of neither 
apology or defence, and is aggravated by the fact, 
that New Grenada, has neither a powerful army, 
or nayy to enforce her rights.-And the stationing of 
armed cruizers in the victnity of thisharbor, by Mr. 
Lincoln’ which are daily, almost hourly, over hau- 
ling vessels ofall nations, and throwing outthreats 
and menaces, even to vessels at anchor in the 
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harbor, isan ontrage approximating the enormity 
of those enumerated. 


While the Confederate States are deeply in- 
terested in a revival of her commerce with all 
neutral powers, the interest of neutrals in re- 
opening the trade, corresponds in a high de- 
gree with theirs; and a Government de facto 
though not recognized by neutrals as an indepen- 
dent soveriegnty, but as a belligerent, by the well 
established rules of international law, possesses 
within itself, all the elements of nationality, requi- 
red, to entitle it to all commercial benefits.at the 
hands of neutrals, which are extended to her enemy; 
--In the case of the revolted French colony of 
Santo Domingo, the principal was carried even 
further. Phillips on insurance says, ‘‘but in de~ 
termining who are public enemies regard is had to 
the government de facto, and if a colony of the e- 
nemy has revolted, and maintains itself under an 
independent government, trade may be carried on 
with such colony. It was so held in regard to 
trade from England with the port of St. Domin- 
go under the govemment of Christophe after the 
revolt of that french colony, though England and 
france were at war.’ Commerce between our 
enemy und all neutral powers, is as untrammeled 
as thongh war did not exist. Is it just in neutral 
powers fo withold from the Confederate States, 
commercial benefits which are extended to her 
enemy’ Is it just to themselves and their people, who 
are cosufferers, by this suspension of commer-— 
vial relations with us’ We say not, and Vatel says, 
‘‘As long as a neutral nation wishes securely to 
enjoy the advantages of her neutrality, she must 
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in all things show a strict. impartiality towards the 


belligerent powers 
** % * * % * * % os 


In whatever does not relate to war, a neutral and 
impartial nation must not refuse to one of the par- 
ties, on account of his present quarel, what she 
grants tothe other.. * * * ahi eae Reg 

Let. us. now discuss another case, that of neutral 
nations resorting to my enemys’ country, for com- 
mercial purposes. It is certain that as they have 
no, part in my quarel, they are under no obligation 
to renounce their commerce for the sake of avoid- 
ing to supply my enemy with the means of 


carrying on the war against me. 
¥ * % * 


Bat) if they only continnue their customary 
trade they do not thereby declare themseles 
against my interest: they only exercise a right 
which they are under no obligation of sacrificing 
to me. 


As the accredited representative of the Confede- 
rate States of America,to the Spanish, English, 
and , Danish possessions in the West Indias, with- 
ont however, as yet any official reognition, I ha- 
ve felt,it my dnty to lay before your Excellency, 
and the Supreme Governors of the other West 
India Islands, the above facts, with my comments 
and deductions, sustained as I think, by the best 
authorities on international law, withont intima- 
ting, however, what course shonld be persued in 
the premises by any neutral power; well knowing, 
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that your high character, ability and experience is 
a guarantee that you will act as becomes the repre- 
sentative of a proud, chivalrous people. 

I have the honor, to be, With great personal 
regard, and high considerations of respect, 

Your obt. servant 
Ch. J. HELM 
His Excellency, 
The Captain General, 
/ Don Francisco Serrano, 
Superior Governor of Cuba. 


& NX & 


NOTE—Mr, Helm, with asure, acknowledge, his obligations tu the 
. King, for his compilation of authorities on the blockade, several 
eferences to French authors having been used in this letter. 
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